« Fellowship Meal September
7 following worship. Food
will be provided, please
attend.

Prayer List

Pray for all those with ongoing health
ailments.

e Renee Cumberland (cancer)

e Ora Barrett

e Connie Montgomery

L]

Communion
Preparation

2025 preparation list is in foyer

Birthday / Anniversary

Donald Montgomery - 4th

Jill Carlberg - 14th

Will Parker - 30th

Chuck & Sonja Rowell - 11th
Corey & Calista Murphy - 18th

Men to Serve

Announcements - Shay Cooper

Scripture Reading - Ephesians 4:26 -

27
Lead Singing - Chuck Rowell

Head of Lord’s Table - Corey Murphy

Assist on Lord’s Table - Mark Potts

Scripture Reading - Luke 22:14 - 22

Closing Prayer - Dwight Callens

and give no opportunity to the devil.
Ephesians 4:27
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WELCOME

We are a body of believers whose soul
intention is to glorify and serve the
Lord Jesus Christ, who is the head of
His church. Our desire is to reflect
that of our God--that all be saved.
Anyone who is willing to humble
himself before the mighty hand of
God can be saved.

SUNDAY
WEDNESDAY
Bible Study //
9:30 am Bible Study //
Worship Service // 7:00 pm
10:30 am

NORTHSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST
4217 Highway 39 N // Meridian, MS 39301
PHONE: (601)483-2726 WEB: www.nscocmeridian.com
Join us via live stream for our worship service!
Like our Facebook page!



SERMON NOTES

Throwing Away the Cargo
By Isaac Torres

Hebrews 12:1-2 exhorts us to “lay aside
every weight, and the sin which so easily
ensnares, and let us run with endurance the
race that is set before us, fixing our eyes on
Jesus.”
In Acts 27, Paul is aboard a ship sailing to
Italy. The journey involves difficulty (v 7-8)
and becomes dangerous (v 9). Paul warns
the men of the ship of potential loss,
including their lives; however he is ignored
(v 10). The conditions continue to worsen.
The winds become more violent and turn
into a severe storm (v 14). Eventually the
men begin to jettison the cargo overboard
(v 18-19). The men throw away many things
that at one point were valuable. But once
lives were in danger, it became a lot easier
to distinguish what was truly valuable.
We are running a race of life and we must
lay aside the weights and obstacles that will
slow us down or even entangle us in the
storms of life.
There are many things that will be valuable
and important to us, just like the cargo of
the ship. We must ensure they are not
hindering our relationship with God. We
must ensure they are not not taking the
place of God in our lives. When we examine
our choices and priorities with the lens of
eternity, it becomes significantly easier to
distinguish what is truly important. The
lives of the men of the ship were way more
important than possessions. Our souls are
way more important than the “weights and
sins” of this world.
We are running the race of life and we must
lay aside the weights and sins so that we
can imitate Jesus.
In Acts 27, the men aboard the ship have a
destination. The storm is leading them off
track. They jettison the cargo in order to
sail “with endurance” to their goal. Even
though those items were at once deemed
valuable, they could not be kept because
they would hinder the goal.
We also have a destination. This world will
try to lead us off track. There are many
things in this life that are valuable and may
not even be sinful; however, we cannot
allow anything to hinder our growth of
becoming like Jesus. We must have the goal
in mind and be “fixing our eyes on Jesus.”
Never forget we are running the race and
striving to be more like God. We must run
with endurance and throw off the weights
that slow us down. “Let us lay aside every

weight, and the sin which so easily
ensnares, and let us run with endurance the
race that is set before us, fixing our eyes on
Jesus” (Hebrews 12:1-2).

Rejoice and Be Thankful!

By Jeremy Paschall

For years, the same four men had played
golf together every Saturday during the
spring, summer, and fall. They used to play
some during the winter months too, but the
cold wind had gotten to be too much for
them as they grew older. And so it had
become their routine to begin the new
“season” every year on the first Saturday of
April at the same country club they had
helped establish forty years ago.
After waiting through the long winter
months, all four men were ready to be
swinging their clubs again. You could see
the anticipation in their eyes and hear the
excitement in their voices as they enjoyed
coffee together before the first round of the
new season. Their tee time arrived, and
they were on their feet, thrilled to be on
such familiar and friendly ground.
Each man enjoyed a spectacular opening
drive, hitting the ball with the same
confidence he had forty years ago. But by
the fifth hole, the excitement waned...
“I'm telling you, these hills get steeper every
year,” one of the golfers complained as they
made their way up to the fifth green.
After a disappointing shot on the sixth tee,
the second man remarked, “These fairways
are getting longer all the time, too.”
While preparing to hit his ball from a
bunker on the seventh hole, the third golfer
observed, “These sand traps keep growing,
too.”
The fourth man, the oldest in the foursome,
had heard all the griping he could stand. He
sat his clubs down and said, “Gentlemen,
just be thankful we are still on this side of
the grass!”
Yes, we must all admit that there are times when
we find it difficult to be thankful, to rejoice in the
blessings we have. But isn’t that what we are told
to do anyway? “Rejoice in the Lord always, again
I will say, rejoice! . . . Be anxious for nothing, but
in everything by prayer and supplication, with
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known
to God” (Philippians 4.4,6).
Let us never forget that we have been blessed
beyond measure in Jesus Christ. We are sinners,
worthy only of eternal destruction from the
presence of God, but God gave His Son as a
sacrifice for our sins (John 3.16). So, whether we
have abundance or lack in earthly things, we
have blessed beyond what we deserve.

Let us resolve today demonstrate our gratitude in
thanksgiving and in humble service to our God.



